Contract for Ketubah Art and Calligraphy

Date: 

Between me, $_YourName, 
and you, $_ClientName [and $_ClientName2] 

Summary: 

I will always do my best to fulfill your needs and meet your goals, but sometimes it is best to have a few simple things written down so that we both know what is what, who should do what and what happens if stuff goes wrong. In this contract you won't find complicated legal terms or large passages of unreadable text. I have no desire to trick you into signing something that you might later regret. I do want what's best for the safety of both parties, now and in the future.

In Short:
You, $ClientName, are hiring me, $_YourName, to design and create artwork and calligraph text for a ketubah for the estimated total price of [total] as outlined in our previous correspondence. Of course it's a little more complicated, but we'll get to that.

What do both parties agree to do? 

You agree to provide me with everything that I request to complete the project including, but not limited to, text, reference images and other information as and when I need it, and in the format that I need it. You agree to review my work, provide feedback and sign-off approval in a timely manner too. Deadlines work two ways and you will also be bound by any dates that we set together. You also agree to stick to the payment schedule set out at the end of this contract.

I have the experience and ability to perform the services you need from me and I will carry them out in a professional and timely manner. Along the way I will endeavor to meet all the deadlines set but I can't be responsible for a missed deadline if you have been late in supplying materials or have not approved or signed off on my work on-time at any stage. On top of this I will also maintain the confidentiality of any information that you give me.

Getting down to the nitty gritty 

Design 

I will design and create artwork for your ketubah to your specifications.  This contract includes up to three rough sketches of the full design and one detailed lineart that will then become the finished product.  You will review the rough sketches and sign off on them before I proceed to the lineart.  Similarly, you will review the lineart before I proceed to painting it.  Color palette will be discussed during the rough sketch phase and finalized when you approve the lineart.

If you wish to significantly alter the lineart, we may have to revert to rough sketches and a second lineart and you will be charged an additional $30 per sketch and $10 per lineart.  If you wish to make significant changes once the lineart has been approved and I begin painting, if I can make the alterations to the extant painting and lineart, you will be charged $100 per major alteration.  If I cannot continue with the lineart and painting created thus far and I must draw a new lineart, you will be charged in full for as much work as has been completed on the painting at a rate of $60/hour, in addition to a $150 fee for the new lineart.  I may ask you to put any requests for changes in writing.

Base Text

I have two standard texts with which I work, one in the traditional Aramaic, one with the Lieberman clause included.  Neither one includes English.

If you do not wish to use either of these texts, you are responsible for providing the text you wish to use.  I will calligraph it just as you give it to me. While I will contact you if I have any questions about the text, I am not responsible for proofreading the text that you give me. If you are using a text that you did not write yourself, it is up to you to ensure that you have permission to have it reproduced.  

Personalization

You are responsible for providing me with the relevant personal information necessary to complete the text, including but not limited to full Hebrew names and all they entail, date of wedding, and location of wedding. If you or your officiant wish to use a particular transliteration, you must provide it.

If you wish me to consult directly with your officiant for this or any other information, you must provide the officiant's contact information and let the officiant know that I have the right to know this information, and that I should receive answers to my inquiries in a timely manner.

Calligraphic Hands and Rates

I have a number of basic calligraphic ‘hands’ (what are thought of as 'font faces' in typesetting) that are available at my base rate of $1.50 per word in addition to the layout fee of $30.  If you wish me to use a different hand, you are responsible for providing a full alphabet sample, as well as Arabic numerals if applicable.  Rates for learning a new hand will be assessed on an individual basis.

Choice of hand will be discussed during the rough draft phase, but a final decision is not necessary until I receive the final text and personal information.  Be aware that changes between a standard hand and a non-standard hand can cause a significant change from the initial price quote. I may ask for requests for changes to be submitted in writing for record purposes.

Changes in choice of hand after penciling is begun will result in an additional $30 layout fee, plus an additional $0.50 charge per word completed before the change.

Unless your ketubah involves a papercut inset for the text, it is not possible to change hand once inking of the text has begun.  If you wish to change hand after inking has begun, you will pay for the work completed on the extant piece and then I will need to create an entirely new lineart and paint it, and will be charged accordingly.

Proofreading the Text

Once I have received the final text and personal information, I will pencil the text onto the final art in the chosen hand.  When I have finished penciling it, it needs to be proofread.

I work regularly with a proofreader who charges $25 per 400 words.
If you wish for someone else to review the text, instead of or in addition to my proofreader, I can send a photo of the penciled text to the appropriate party via email. If that party is someone other than you, you need to negotiate with them about appropriate compensation and make sure that they respond in a timely manner.

Please note that, in the event a mistake is discovered in the text after inking, if the text was proofed by my proofreader, it is my responsibility to pay for any return shipping and I will correct it free of charge.  If the text was not proofed by my proofreader, you will pay for any shipping charges and a $2 fee per correction.

Once the text has been proofed by all necessary parties, I will make any necessary changes and ink it.

Cancellation

If, at any point you wish to discontinue the commission, you may do so, as long as you pay for the work completed thus far at a rate of $60/hour for art, plus $100; penciled text will be charged at the $60/hour rate, inked text will be charged at $1.50/word plus layout fee.

Late Fees

Failure to meet deadlines at any point in the project can cause the entire project to run late, but the closer to the final delivery date we get, the greater the difficulty in recovering lost time. To reflect this, and to deter lateness, late fees are as follows:
More than 4 months before final deadline: $5 per day late
4-3 months before final deadline: $10 per day late
90 days to 60 days before final deadline: $15 per day late
59 days to 30 days before final deadline: $25 per day late
29 days to 21 days before final deadline: $50 per day late
20 days to 14 days before final deadline: $100 per day late
13 days to 7 days before final deadline: $200 per day late
Less than 7 days before final deadline: If you still have not given me something that I need by this time, I cannot guarantee that I will finish the product in time to get it to you by the deadline.

Legal stuff 

If any provision of this agreement shall be unlawful, void, or for any reason unenforceable, then that provision shall be deemed severable from this agreement and shall not affect the validity and enforceability of any remaining provisions.

Phew.

Copyrights

When I receive your final payment, copyright is automatically assigned as follows: 

I retain the copyright to the artwork and the calligraphy of the ketubah, and I reserve some rights as delimited under the Creative Commons License.  I reserve the right to reuse motifs present in your ketubah artwork.  I will display the ketubah on my website and in my portfolio, but I will make sure that all personal information, including the bride’s status marker, are illegible.

You will be allowed to photograph the ketubah and display photos of it in your home and online. If you are displaying it online, please attribute the artwork to me where appropriate.

I promise not to reproduce the ketubah design in whole, either for another client or for mass reproduction, without your express permission.

If you used a text other than one of my boilerplate texts, then the original copyright holder of that text retains the copyright. 

Payments 

I am sure you understand how important it is as a small business that you pay the invoices that I send you promptly.  As we're also sure you'll want to stay friends, you agree to stick tight to the following payment schedule. 

A $50 deposit before I start the rough sketches.

A $150 deposit when you approve the lineart before I start painting.

A deposit of [the remaining money between $200 and half the total] before I start the calligraphy will bring the payment up to half the projected total.

Payment of the balance [if applicable: less shipping charges] is due before the ketubah is delivered/shipped.
[Payment of shipping charges is due within 30 days of receipt of ketubah.]
But where is all the horrible small print? 

Just like a parking ticket, you cannot transfer this contract to anyone else without our permission. This contract stays in place and need not be renewed. If for some reason one part of this contract becomes invalid or unenforceable, the remaining parts of it remain in place. 

Although the language is simple, the intentions are serious and this contract is a legal document under exclusive jurisdiction of [American] courts. Oh and don't forget those goons with big dogs.

The dotted line 

Signed by $_YourName on [date]
Signed by $_ClientName [and $ClientName2] 

Date __________________
Everyone should sign above and keep a copy for their own records.

Sample contract from GeekCalligraphy.com

